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This PDF and audio podcast is created by Mac users with 

physical, speech, or vision impairments. Featuring their 

experiences, it seeks to inform, inspire, and provide a 

platform for new ideas. Once a year, some of the articles 

appear in a PDF of the AssistiveWare Newsletter, found at 

www.assistiveware.com/newsletter.php. A video podcast 

titled “Exploring the Frontiers of Assistive Technology” that 

features some of the contributors is also available.

With over twenty-three thousand products 
available for the Macintosh, if you look carefully 
you will discover a world of mainstream hardware 
and software serving accessibility needs better and 
costing less than most specialized “disability” aids. 
As a disabled Mac user, there are two invaluable 
off the shelf solutions that play integral roles in my 
work and play. 

First up is the shareware application USB Over-
drive (www.usboverdrive.com). Combined with 
KeyStrokes, USB Overdrive is a silent partner in 
an accessibility super team that is indispensable 
for accessing my Mac. Supporting numerous USB 
input devices ranging from trackballs to gam-
epads, it provides cursor acceleration and button 
customization. With this app, my cursor moves like 
a sprightly gazelle bounding across the screen. In 
addition, I’m able to map keys to buttons on my 
trackball, which is handy when playing games 
that block KeyStrokes, like The Sims. While it 
pairs flawlessly with KeyStrokes, USB Overdrive 
must be disabled for SwitchXS. At $20, this nitro 
cursor booster is a sure fire way to juice up your 
mouse speed.

Next up is Elgato EyeTV (www.elgato.com): a 
cool device no disabled Mac using TV junkie should 
be without. Starting at $150, EyeTV allows you to 
schedule, record, and watch live television, all from 
the convenience of your Mac. Plus, it supports 

closed captioning. EyeTV allows me to watch what 
I want, any time of day, without having to rely on 
someone to flip channels. This video marvel offers 
the same great viewing experience as watching the 
TV in our family room, minus the deafening roar of 
my dad’s snoring. Additionally, the software allows 
you to edit out commercials and export video to 
iPod, VCD, DVD, and more. Though I haven’t tried 
it, SwitchXS users shouldn’t have trouble using 
the software as almost all of the controls have 
keyboard shortcuts. 

So keep your eyes peeled: you never know if that 
new hardware gizmo or shareware may fill a crucial 
AT need – and save you some ca$h too! q

Editor’s Word: Help Off the Shelf 
by Joe Barnick

From pursuing college courses to hunting down exotic 

Japanese ingredients, “Everything I can’t do in the real 

world I can do with my Mac.” To see how, check out 

Episode 2 of the video podcast, Exploring the Frontiers of 

Assistive Technology. 

http://www.atpodcasts.com
mailto:editor@assistiveware.com
http://www.assistiveware.com/newsletter.php
http://www.usboverdrive.com
http://www.elgato.com
http://www.frontiersofassistivetechnology.com
http://www.frontiersofassistivetechnology.com

