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Simple Ways to Eject a CD
by Ricky Buchanan

The “usual” way to eject a CD/DVD from a Mac’s 
optical drive is with the keyboard’s Eject key, but 
what if that is not an option? You might be able to 
drag it into the trash, or click the eject marker beside 
the icon in a Finder window’s sidebar, but what 
if you are not handy 
with a mouse, or the 
optical drive is empty?

There are as many 
ways to eject the 
optical drive as there 
are innovations from 
Apple; it’s just that 
not many people know 
them. In the interest of 
accessibility, following 
are the methods that I know of:

If you use KeyStrokes, the "Extended with 
Numeric Pad" keyboard layout has a dedicated eject 
key. It is at the top right corner of the keyboard, at 
the end of the row of function keys. SwitchXS has 
the same button located near the bottom left of its 
Universal scan panel.

While in the Finder, you can eject the optical 
drive by selecting a CD/DVD and pressing 
Command+E. This method only works when a 
CD/DVD is in the optical drive. 

There is a way to place an eject menu item on 
the system menu bar. Known as a Menu Extra, it 
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is easily accessible via the mouse from any appli-
cation. To install the Menu Extra, locate the directory 
"/System/Library/CoreServices/Menu Extras/" then 
double-click on the file "Eject.menu" to install. 
As a mouse user, this is my favourite method 

because it doesn't take 
up screen space, is 
accessible from all 
applications, and works 
even if the optical drive 
is empty. To remove the 
eject menu, simply hold 
command and drag it 
off the menu bar. 

My final option for 
ejecting optical drives 

is to open the Disk Utility application, found in the 
"Applications/Utilities" directory. This way may 
be attractive to SwitchXS users, because no mouse 
movement is required once the application is open. 
To do so, double-click the Disk Utility icon to 
open it. Next, press tab once, and then down arrow  
until the optical drive is highlighted. Finally, press 
Command+E to eject the drive. This method only 
works when a CD/DVD is in the optical drive. 

If seven ways to eject the optical drive is not 
enough, go buy a Windows box – those poor users 
have to either right-click on the drive or physically 
press a button on it. q
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There are as many ways to eject 

a CD as there are innovations 

from Apple – it’s just that not 

many people know them!
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